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2023

ECONOMICS — GENERAL
Paper : DSE-B-2
[ Economic History of India (1857-1947)]
Full Marks : 65

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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[ English Version ]
The figures in the margin indicate full marks.
Group - A
1. Answer any ten questions. 2x10

(a) Mention any two causes of de-industrialisation.

(b) Mention two rural handicrafts of colonial India.

(c) What is subsistence agriculture?

(d) What is meant by ‘commercialization of agriculture’ in colonial India?
(e) What was meant by ‘Home Charges’ in colonial India?

(f) State any two features of colonialism.

(g) What is ‘Mahalwari’ system?
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(h) What is ‘managing agency system’?
(1) Mention two important industries that got protection under the ‘triple formula’.
() What do you understand by ‘imperial preference’?
(k) Mention two major commercial crops of British India.
(I) Mention two important reasons behind the development of Indian Railways.
(m) State two positive effects of the development of Indian Railways in British India.
(n) Mention two important reasons of frequent famines in India after 1857.

(o) What is colonialism?

Group - B

Answer any three questions. 5x3
How did commercialization of agriculture affect the Indian farmers?
Write a short note on the ‘Ryotwari’ system.
What were the major criticisms raised against the ‘Old Guarantee System’ of railway construction?
Discuss the major problems associated with the managing agency system.
Write a short note on the Ottawa Trade Agreement.
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Group - C

Answer any three questions. 10x3
Explain the causes and consequences of the decline of Indian handicrafts during the 19th century.
Critically discuss the ‘Drain Theory’ in the context of India’s economic history.

Examine the nature of land ownership structure and revenue arrangements under the Permanent
Settlement System in British India.

Critically examine the policy of ‘Discriminating Protection’ introduced in India during the inter-war
period.

Discuss the changes in the pattern of India’s foreign trade during the British rule.



