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HUMAN RIGHTS — GENERAL
Paper : GE/CC-1

Full Marks : 50

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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[English Version]

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

1. Answer the following questions : 1×10

(a) In which year was the UN Charter signed in San Francisco?

(i) 23 June, 1945 (ii) 26 June, 1945

(iii) 27 June, 1945 (iv) 29 June, 1945.

(b) Who is the author of the book, ‘A Theory of Justice’?

(i) John Rawls (ii) Karl Marx

(iii) James Mill (iv) Harold J. Laski.

(c) Who is the founder of the ‘Utilitarian School of Thought’?

(i) Edmund Burke (ii) Thomas Hobbes

(iii) J. J. Rousseau (iv) Jeremy Bentham.

(d) The Magna Carta on The Great Charter of the Liberties of England, has been granted by 
on .

(i) King John; 15 June, 1215 (ii) King John II; 15 July, 1214

(iii) King Charles; 15 May, 1215 (iv) Richard I, 15 May, 1214.

(e) Which article in the UDHR states that, “Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of
person”?

(i) Article 2 (ii) Article 3

(iii) Article 4 (iv) Article 5.

(f) Which United Nations human rights treaty has the highest number of country ratifications?

(i) The Convention of the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide

(ii) The Convention on the Rights of the Child

(iii) The Convention relating to the status of Refugees

(iv) The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women.

(g) The First generation of Human Rights consists of Civil and Political Rights. They are known as
 or .

(i) Negative Rights; Blue Rights (ii) Positive Rights; Red Rights

(iii) Collective Rights; Green Rights (iv) Subjective Rights; Yellow Rights.

(h) Who is the proponent of the Social Contract Theory of the origin of the State?

(i) John Locke (ii) Thomas Hobbes

(iii) Jean-Jacques Rousseu (iv) All of them.
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(i) To monitor the situations in the promotion of women’s rights, United Nations adopted an optional
protocol on the CEDAW in which year?

(i) 1979 (ii) 1999

(iii) 2000 (iv) 2001.

(j) The Committee Against Torture is composed of  independent expects who are elected by
the State parties.

(i) 10 members (ii) 15 members

(iii) 12 members (iv) 5 members.

2. Answer any three questions : 4×3

(a) Write a short note on the main features and characteristics of human rights.

(b) Give both sides of the arguments for the National Rights Theory and Legal Positivism.

(c) Are duties more important than rights? Give reasons for your answer.

(d) Elaborate on Article 5 of the UDHR, with special reference to the Convention Against Torture and
other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT).

(e) Write a brief account on the crime of genocide and ethnic cleansing with reference to the CERD.

3. Answer any two questions :

(a) Give a detailed account of the historical background behind the emergence of the International
Human Rights Law, as we know of today. 14

(b) With suitable examples, elaborate on the different types of rights and duties. Categorise the different
generations of rights. 7+7

(c) How have the ICCPR and the ICESCR been successfully complementing the UDHR? 14

(d) How far has the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) been
able to monitor the implementation of the CEDAW Convention? 14


