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Since time immemorial man has had a thirst for wandering. With the passing of time it got
transformed into pilgrimage and tourism. Prior to the middle of 18th century, nature and its
beautiful but rugged objects had little appeal and mountains in particular were disliked and
avoided. Later in1811, with the ascent of Jungfrau, the sport of Alpinism began and grew rapidly.
Alpine Societies were founded in Austria, Germany and Switzerland. This is how mountain tourism
in India gained momentum.

Mountain tourism has grown by leaps and bounds. But the careless attitude of tourists and pilgrims
spoiled the beautiful surroundings of the mountains. Tourism experts and Governments were of
the opinion that the pristine and sensitive areas should be closed for the tourists. Then the right to
access group became vocal and advocated their right for access. Later a thought process evolved
for Sustainable Tourism, where not only the ecology of the area should be taken care, but local
communities should also be given their due share.

The Department of Geography in collaboration with the Internal Quality Assurance Cell
commemorated International Mountain Day by organizing a Webinar on Sustainable Mountain
Tourism on December 11, 2021. Prof. Harshwanti Bisht, First Woman President of Indian
Mountaineering Federation was the distinguished resource person. Prof. Bisht received the Arjuna
Award 1981, Department of Sports, Government of India and Sir Edmund Hillary Legacy Medal in
2013.
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At the end of the programme the participants were

able to:

g » e Understand the paradigm of Sustainable Tourism
p,oﬁnuw, e Comprehend the impacts of tourism in Himalayas
B oar = particularly the Gangotri- Gaumukh area
Y ¢ Gain knowledge of the conservation interventions

i "é' ‘ initiated and adopted by the inhabitants with
B meaningful support by students
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FEEDBACK SUMMARY REPORT

Total Respondents: 107

o Excellent-63
e Very Good - 42
e Good-2

WEBINAR RATING
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