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A Case Study on the Neuropsychological correlates of
Behaviour of a Child in conflict with law

Saranya Banetjee, Priyanka Paul and Sanjukea Dhs

The sudden accentuation in the rate of juvenile crimes has become 2 matter of
perturbance for the nation. Significance of the various negative psychosocial factors
has been the comnerstone of the research reveolving around this group.
Neutopsychological hunctiening of children in conflict with law has largely been
disregarded i our nation and the availsble rescarch mostly emphasised on the
functioning of the prefrontal coreex wheneas the role of the subcortical stractares in
this domain has been overlooked. After the identification of this lacuna in most of
the studies, 1 complete nvaropsychological profile of a child in conffict with law
wis formiudatied and integrated with his early and cultural experiences.
Keywords : Executive functioning, Prefrontal cortex, Seboortical structures, Child
in conflict with Law

INTRODUCTION

The National Crime Records Bureau (2015) report that there has been substantial
elevation in the crime rate in India between 2010 and 2014, that is from 1.9% in 2010 0
27% in 2014, Out of several concems in criminology, one is the drastic upsurge in the
number of child offenders. While previously addressed as “Juvenile Delinquents, now
they are more commonly addressed as “"Children in Conflict with Law™ or CCL. The
Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act, 2015 defines a "child in conflict with law™ as
a child who is alleged or found to have committed an offence and who has not completed
eighteen years of age on the date of commission of such offence;”

Substantial research studies have been conducted, both in India and in other
countries focussing on the psychosocial factors that contribute to juvenile
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Abwrger A major pepulstion of reuth & increningly sngagmy in
Law viabatien activite: widch ket becsme 3 matier #f condern all
aver the world. The mesd of the hour calls for 8 rebhadadiiatian
pragramme deagned o cuter to the meed: and deficit: of confhaot
with lyw, K&rping thit view ia mind, 3 Skill Baed [nterventan
Programms (SEIF) bay been doveloped for CCL The SEIP
congicied ®f bwe tely of medules of peap sesiens. Diredt
Applkation of Pywhelogical Principle: snd Applicatien of
Frscholegicnl Principhes wiisig Mok snd there was alis aasither
module for [ndvadesl Poabolegical vt Poat  the
developmeni & the Ilntervention Programms, fhe SEIP wai
canducted on 83 male: within the nge ronge 11-17 vears. Pre-past
mtervennion dats wat cellected wiing the Adapove Behavisar
Checkdint for CCL, specially developed ts mest the requremaent
el e medule Datn for Pre-afeiventss siecmen! wui
callecied from B} wmaler. Hewever, dots for pasl sieumest

mirrvenbon conld be collected salv From 50 sdelewwni whe
partopated & the mtrs [ebirveshes pregramme. Hewlnh
mdicated usnificanl differencet botwess ihe pre-tmtervennion
aod the posi-mbirvenbon icorer fhe paslanfervention iiores
rgmificantly higher than the premierventos were Change
praceves have been snamernied m the dirminen.

Eowordy: Children m conflict with bow, law  vislation,
Fischalegsl principles. Mwsd, Sl Baied [mtervennos

theary of ‘thevapeute junsprudence’ (Wexler, 1595
2001) enunciates that panciples of puatics thould operate
kesping @ wvew therspestir pnneiplss Thempeuto
povprodencs focunse: on the bumom aipect of bw amnd
reflect: [aw's umpact on the smotionn] and paycholoprsl ade
oo human bemg: (Wexder, 2000) Thus tbe unpact of bow sz 2
weial foree waz st recognuzed throagh tas theory and has
besn extansroaly wnlised m the rehabihitation of CCL:

o the comtext of therapeune pnoprudence. the "Good hves

Mode!' (Waed 2002) can be moeful in plonmng they
rebabdmston. The Cood bves model » bazed oo Poutrve
Porchology” that mims to ephance the well-beng of the

affenders Thiy model ame to enhance the mesponuinbty of
the offinder: o Gt they can develop theo owm poditive

attnbutes, oecesary to schwns ther own life goal: (Forhine.
atal 2015 Fortane 1018)

Eaepung this model in nund, sn amempt hac been made wo
develop a2 Skall Bated Intercention Propromee (SBIF) which
will faoyivinte mervennon of the chuldren mm confhict with laow,
on the bam: of the defar idennfied dunng obuwervanon and
pryvcholopeal psetiment Whils rehabibitation programme:
for chuldren 1= conflict with law sie being conducted all over
the word. the lack of 3 culiunlly compeisnl Errention
maduls become: 2 battienack. 21 they zre umable to cater w all
the enshng deficin and problem: of the group.

0. METHOD

A Ravionale bekind the Dwvelopment of the 5hill Bazed
Dnrervennon Progromme (SB[Pi

The Skl Bwed lsterveston Progrmms (SBIF) wn
developed 33 3 'Calrwally Competent’ (Lo and Fung. 2001)
ol hamme progamme cateed to mest the needs and
dafisir of Children m confliet with low (CCL). The 5BIF we
deveioped Dveping m mund the [myuagze and comprahenton
abiliry, the sooe-ecomomis stams, expenng tviem of vilue
and buases, socil mersction pattern:, fumily dyveaoes of thys
tar et group

Module: of SHIP wee developed wung m niesranve
approsch mvobing two eliborats phaces The first phaw of
thes work mvelved wound ienafymy the daficre of Children
in confhot wod Low oo the b of expsting Iteratune and
uung empmcal resarch. The wcond phase of thi: wodk was
mmtaed from the perspective of climewn: sddmsung the
gemitnn:, which came up wiule extendmg the imtervestus
programomae to childben To fimaloe o mwhesson
proErEmme. 5 proces: based approazh wiz adopted prmaniy
te explun mmprovement o1 detenoratioe. Dunng the: approach
ol foriid win mare od "Pisstoeal first’ [Haves of al N2
Tho am: o redurs thaw waffernns zxd to echanes them
sdapirre behrrng
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Addressing the Mental Health Issues of Children and Adolescents

in COVID-19 Pandemic: A Comprehensive Approach
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ehehires. mod melbezcealn (o dm extmmlve e Thin ety presents varunz reflections shtsnwl Dun o T
and Tovcenh svevshes il tho chilien snd adeliveems w e commmnity cotilinging Ureugh the aendomi
monthe Thr prvshological well-being of the childrtm and adolescprm, neruis yaricus agzs i st (f e simey,
e rrnchiod el wich nach possmg muonth; R esearch b s o ateop e the sl beali probioss o
e peapsalatiorn worbdsite. THin wrticle Ui whit ihe mib Smmenvloe] udverss impuet of i: pandemas fsed by
v s i o e oo, enrdind an ot esmilbed im e biokaid thewe [1ieg in miainces and streeti. vy
pripirnand et Uiers i the meed fim o Covaprebenafve chiliFriend!y appoict w reedion mertal hoslts mtzrreneym far
theree children and adidescamms. T mliifageted smategies discarssd in this approsch mddros des metul bealth
@ity jeluli U fomily, siiles, siheml uﬂﬂuﬁlu..-:imuimnﬂﬂ:ﬁhﬁimhﬁuﬂﬂ thair el mipresis
nﬂrpuhnhﬁnlﬁhhmq-fhmnqﬂ:uhhnﬁhumhmhmw”l
il mutstuinmg the COVID-Y provocsl o necessary lo differesl amiiigs 1 ahoid be mnlving ofl the
stakrhaldorn, Hkbe, pareny, coregrvens teacher, schonl and other mrludonal st peers, mmial health
thoodissnst nads o ive el othen s community. Thic tun et w creibe s beiler sl zsd soond place B it
iy hlrem a2 eerem e evem amaong e pandemmic s
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Thi erubiren ahd ad0MRCENIN 400 3 [RECHMR poT1 af oug comemuniy. It
1t muev & e l-knomm fact thad they an: the ones who ere hard bty the
buresy posed by the COVID-1Y pandemic. Meninl bedldy and
plrydical heslih wie ool separsie owiies, rather intrmaically
wierrsnad The peychological -lrdlhch'l[nfltuclllkhl ind
slislsents bas bhem 2 hoge toll daring the pandemmic (Singh etal,
2030 Kuma o ol 2020, Ford et al, 2001, Margues e Miranda &
o, 2030). Thas hao Been cauped primanily by the sudden school
choare, rescrictions 4o play and ofer secial behaviour as well us
oilvey changes i feande owing in the nstionwide lockdown.
Changes ip e lives of the parents and other key caregiven have
duestly oo mdiroctly impected tho childom md sdelesomte. Many
ehilden and adilescenty have come across death, griel and
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unceruimaes [Albuguerque & Samigs, 100 1; Chachar et o, 20010
This & bt for children OF all ages and mare far o i e
dinnitvantaged secto-eopodimic stratn of eur mation. Banically, the
pandénne has ghown an tie glresdy exmting ke wnaddremsed gag,
b tiseretlng the menta| health neads of childrm snd sdulmesn mibe
face of mprucedented erisin. Long overlooked or ignered. it wall
Teave its hewvy fonipeimts for yeats o come

Children and Adolescents Residing in Home,
Enrolled in School

Tndin came. o & helt m Barch, 2020, owiog o ibe ativerwide
Lockedown, und ay restriction: lified, concernod aulivnbes uhuped up
crisly response 1o deninlsh the adverss lmpact of COVIP-19 on
education us for s fensible. Although activities related o meanilal
ind cobnomds servives resamed gradually, insiutions relited o
scademic activites are jaking tme w rotem o pomudey. The
pandemic has deluyed school sbmigaron for young children oed
wenme i fall out af sebsol o Mot havlig classcom sapenence
could huve o lasting lmpact on 8 childs rending writing, other
schalustic scrivities, cognibive sipigement s well s @er social,
emotional aad ofer aspeuin of davelapment. Mary underprivibegod
Eamilies worewt the nation faced ace challenges G oot having
inaftphoney, inlemel eopnpetvity and even electical comioctam
(279 wnndemia have no pihones, 2E% lack cleciricny for miine
clumses. NCERT survey®, 2000), Fxonorale deterywsbon has foreod
Fannili o shift thair chilidren bo lesa financlally ehallengieg schuls
hie subbeenchs i welibich bas am schlesd et ou e chaldren's peyvehe
whtich i 1o adeition o tho direst traurna caused by the paien
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Effect of Cognitive Training on Cognitive Flexibility and Non-
Verbal Memory of Individuals with Obsessive Compulsive
Disorder: A pre-post study

Saranya Banerjee'*, Dr. Ushn Banenjee®

Neuropsychological deficits often act as hindenng factors in the treatmemt of Obsessive-
compulsive disorder (OCD). The present study assessed the effect of cognitive training on
study was conducted on 9 individuals, aged between 20-40 years, diagnosed with OCD. They
were randomly assigned 1o two groups, the delaved tnal group and experimental group.
Baseline measures were faken using scales on OCD and neuropsychological assessments.
This was followed by cogmitive traiming of expenmental group for 6 sessions Post-
imtervention measures were taken from both the groups. Stununlm]_ﬁunffmﬁng
suggested the presence of significant improvement 1n the post mnfervention scores of some of
the vanables. of indrnaduals belonging to expenmental group,

Keywords: Cognittve Training, Cognittve Flaxibiiity, Non-verbal Mamory, Obsessive
Computisive Disorder

bsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD), because of s mtrusive natire, causes severe

disturbance i the hfe of an mdividual. In addition to this, research studies also

indicate that OCD leads to reduced quality of hife in dafferent spheres (Fontenelle,
2010).

Brain Imaging studies have indicated indraduals with OCD have abnormal activation of the
orbitofrontal cortex, antenor cingulate cortex, lateral frontal and temporal cortices, caudate
micleus, thalanms, amygdala, and msula (Harmison et al, 2009; Rotge et al, 2009; Saxena et
al, 2000). Compectivity studies futher reveal abmormal cotico-stmato-thalamo-cortical
(CSTC) connectivity in OCD (Fitzgerald et al, 2010; Sakm et al, 2011). Defict in CSTC

Studies on peuropsychological correlates of OCD have yielded somewhat inconsistent
results. While some studies have indicated deficits in non-verbal memory and in
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A Search for Neuropsychological Indicators:
A Comparative Study with Children with Conflict in Law
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Law visdzhon amonsst adslecants have become & very important ares of concern for fhe nabion &5 & whos In
e current study. The objectives are o And whether thers es! any neopsychological markers that will help o
differentuste children m conflict wilh law (CCL) from newrotypacaly who have never engazed in law viclabon and
also to Aind whether there exists any sgnificant difference betwesn CCL-1 CCL-E and CCL-M with respect io the
mwuropsychological murkers The sample included 59 adolescents out of which 10 were neurotypicals, 14 CCL
with predommantly mismalismg marefestation (CCL-T), 17 CCL with predeounantly ectemalising manifestabon
(CCL-Ej, 18 OCL with both mtermalising and sxivrnalismg manfestation (COCL-M). The tools used in the study ars
Child Behaviour Checklist- Youth Sell ZeportiCBCL /YSE L Fhatia Batiery of Performance tests and thres mbtests
from Delis- Kaplen Evecubive Punctioning System. Stabistical snabysis was done using Fruskal Wallis fest Test
revully mcluded sipraficant differences beiween the groups with espect o Twenty Quesbions Test' and ‘Calow-
word Interfarence Test'.

Kry words law violabon. children in conflict with lsw, inhernalising exdernabising, newrcpsychological marker.

Introduction

Tuvenile effenses have become a matter of utmost
significance, especially because of its splalling
tendency. As per a report by National crime Records
Butean in 2013 the percentags of juvenile crimes has
mnceased by 13.6% and 2 5% in 2013 under the Indian
Penal Code and Special Local Law' Furthermors, this
has become an issue of great challangs for law makers
and administrators, since the vouth constitutes a
major asset for any nation and it is 3 matter of great

concern if the youth get more engrossed o negative

pursuts

Thess reports point out to the need to understand
"‘Children in conflict with law’ (CCL). The Juvenile
Tastice Act (2015 defines a COCL s a "child who i
alleged or found to have committed an cffence and
who has not completed eighteen years of age on
the date of commission of such clfence’. Rewwarch
till pow has focussed mostly en understanding the
causal factors of law violation, However, the need of
the hour requires the identification of indicators that
will diffeventiate children m condlict with law from
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The purpose of the present study was to develop a scale for measunng
coping strategies used in the novel COVID-19 pandenuc among the aduit
residents of Kolkata in India. An explomitory cross-sectional study was
conducted, that mclhuded - conceprualization and generation of 36 items
for 16 copmng strategies with five-point response categonies, relevance
judgment (based on item vahdity mdex) & item validation (based on ttem-
doman total comelation) of these items; and identification & validation of
the factor struchwme. An online survey was comducted using snowball
samphng techmque dunng three weeks of Apnl 2020 Complete sets could
be obtuned from 388 partcipants (200 males and 188 females). The S-
CVI results (relevance of overall questionnaire) indicated high content
vahidity (0.88) for all stems of copmng and significant positive item-domain
total correfations were found m the process of item analvsis. Based on
scores of sixteen coping strategies, principal component analysis resulted
m five factors as indicated by eigenvalues (1 .34 to 3.32) and scree plot
These five common components were identified as posive emotion
self-soothing coping and a unique component- catastrophizing  This factor
structure was vahdated through confirmatory fctor analvss and same
factor structare of the scale was found. Satisfactory internal consistencies
of all components were found (0.61-0.89) The tool would be useful for
understanding adaptive and maladaplive copug strategies used by people
durng a pandemic siuanon and it will also help i plannung therapeutic
miervention for combatmg the posttraumatc stress of thus pandemuc
sifuaton.
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A case study of psychopathology and personality
processes in twins of Indian origin
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