
 
 
 

A DROP OF INK 

 

“Fools are my theme, let satire be my song!” claimed the quill of the „Childe‟ of passion, as 

Byron awoke one day to verse, and the next, for freedom. The Romantic Age gave literature the 

impetus to make it grow in a plethora of varieties, and George Gordon Byron‟s words blazed 

aflame with Romantic vision. 

The English Department of Loreto College commemorated the 188
th
 Death Anniversary of Lord 

Byron on 21
st
 May, 2021, with an objective to celebrate the poet, his verse, and his life. The 

students were guided by their professors, which enabled them to remember the bard in many 

different ways. The competitions and events drew many students from across departments and 

years, who paid their homage to the poet through their words, poems, and recitation. 

As a part of the event, students were invited to participate in a Poetry Writing competition on 

15
th
 May, 2021. The topics for the competition were provided on the very same day, at 4 PM. 

The students were asked to write on the topics “I Had a Dream”, or “The Lava of Imagination” 

within an hour. The submission group flooded with haikus, free verse lyrics and sonnets written 

by Aradhana Saha from the Economics department, Cresida Chatterjee from the History 

department, and Prakriti Basu, Sunanda Basu, Snidhi Dhar, Sanjana Khullar, Somoshree Palit, 

Aishi Saha from the English department. Sakshi Salil Chavan from the 3
rd

 Year English 

department, Harsha Dwivedi from the 2
nd

 Year English department, Rishita Das from 2
nd

 Year 

Post Graduate department, and Vasundhara Saha also participated in the celebration with their 

poetry. 

The results of the Poetry Competition were declared on 18
th
 May. According to the judge, 

Professor Julie Mehta, “The submissions were of a very high standard. There was much passion 

and engagement in the writings.” Sakshi Chavan and Vasundhara Saha were the joint winners in 

Haiku, while in the category of Free Verse lyric, Harsha Dwivedi and Prakriti Basu claimed the 

title of the joint winners. A special mention was made of the “ambitious and impressive” sonnet 

by Somoshree Palit. 

The celebration commenced on the evening of 21
st
 May, at 3 PM with an inauguration speech by 

Dr. Sumita Banerjee. Seamlessly anchored in a very organized manner by Srestha Dutta, the first 

presentation, “Mad, bad, and dangerous to know : a brief introduction to the life of Lord Byron” 

– was handled skillfully with an aesthetic PowerPoint by Shrestha Paul and Ritupriya Samanta. 

This was followed by the recitation competition of Byron‟s famous poems. The event was 

judged by Professor Sulagna Chattopadhyay. The participants, Debadrita Ghosh, Adrija 

Chatterjee, Ritupriya Samanta, Shreshtha Paul, Srestha Dutta, and Somoshree Palit from the first 

year, and Kanika Khetan from 3
rd

 Year English department offered their very own understanding 

and rendition of the poems they recited.  



 
 
 

Debosree Manna read out a short poem she had written, which played with the concept of 

“Identity.” What followed next was an audio play, “The Banished Prince”, written and directed 

by Somoshree Palit, which explored the last days of British Romantic poet, John Clare, and Lord 

Byron. Mandira Acharyya as Dr. Thomas Pichard, Bhagyasri Das as John Croaker, K. Ishanya as 

Teressa Guiccoli, Debashrita Banerjee as Alexandros, Sanjana Khullar as Fenwick Skirmshire 

and Somoshree Palit as both John Clare and Lord Byron made the evening stand still as “I felt 

myself get involved in the play,” said Professor Mangala Chakraborty. John Clare had come to 

think of himself as Lord Byron during his last days, and this was portrayed by the students in 

their play, where Lord Byron himself affirms the universality of “all the bards who were born 

and all the bards to come, as all of them are Byron, and I am but all of them, all of them.” Dr. 

Banerjee commented, “Congratulations for combining Clare with Byron in your Creative 

Presentation.”  

“It is a smorgasbord of creativity” commented Professor Julie Mehta, as Professor 

Chattopadhyay announced the names of the winners in the recitation competition. Somoshree 

Palit, Kanika Khetan and Srestha Dutta ranked first, second and third respectively, as the evening 

came to a close with a poem by Aishi Saha, “The cot of death smiles at me and offers no dire 

sentence.” 

The outcomes of the event were many. The students had planned for the event with an academic 

objective in mind, with an aim to learn more about Lord Byron, and to hone their creative skills 

in writing and recitation. The play raised a question, as said by Professor Chakraborty; whether 

the artist must be separate from his art, or does life of the artist contaminate his art. Sakshi Salil 

Chavan found “liberty as a fleeting vision” in the entirety of the event conducted.  

Lord Byron had wanted his autobiography to become his legacy, long after he had fallen, in his 

war for the Greek independence. They had burnt those pages down, whether in vengeance or fear 

is unknown.  

Yet, Lord Byron is that formidable force that shall have no ashes. The students offered him the 

exaltation deserved by martyrs : he was the sinner redeemed the moment he held that sword. 

“The pen is not mightier than the sword, sweetheart. Pens don‟t win wars, and swords don‟t 

write poetry. Mighty is the hand that knows when to pick up the pen, and when to pick up the 

sword,” proclaimed „the banished Prince‟. The poet might have then smiled down, in scathing 

remembrance of the irony of the burnt legacy! 
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